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has been used and great art to drop something tending that
way into three or four addresses.1 Those have been indus-
triously printed and all others excluded; for my own part
I cannot have so mean a soul as to stoop to such artifices.
I have had the comfort to see many such defeated, and
their fine spun webs that had cost much time and pains
swept away at one brush. I hope the like success will follow
the like endeavours. As to addresses I have ever looked on
them as an argument of the weakness of the Government,
that the addressers thought so and believed themselves
suspected or feared. I hope this is not the case of her
Majesty. I am of opinion that the great men you mention
lay little weight on them, and make their computation not
from such, but from the real affection and bent of the
people. I believe that all schemes not built on these founda-
tions will fall of themselves. I always except a standing
army, for that may support a Government in spite of the
genius of the people so long as to change it, and make
them content with their slavery, but I cannot suspect that
any you have mentioned as friends can look that way, or
can have any views but what are founded on the natural
bent of the people's inclinations. Yet I cannot but observe
that there looks something like constraint in some people's
management of late, and that if all were left to themselves
they would not act altogether as they do.

We know not what to think of his Excellency's long stay
on that side of the water. It is true the government of
Ireland is a very good sinecure, but we do not believe that
it is his principle to make it so.2 I must still entreat you

. 86.

2 In the reign of Queen Anne the Lord Lieutenants began to think
that their residence in Ireland could be very well limited to the periods
during which the Irish Parliament was in session, and established a
precedent which was followed "by almost all their successors until
some time after George III ascended the throne. As the Irish Parlia-
ment usually met only every second year, and the session as a rule
lasted under six months, the result was to permit the Viceroy to spend
three-fourths of his time in England. The practice began with Queen
Anne's uncle. Lord Rochester, who was Lord Lieutenant from 1701
to 1703, and whose residence in Ireland was under four months. His
successor, James, second Duke of Ormond, who was Lord Lieutenant
from 1703 to 1707, owing to his connection with the country, managed
to extend each of his two visits to about nine months. But Lord
Pembroke had emulated Lord Rochester, and contrived to escape in
exactly four months.

I                                            HDown.e very handsome,
